Lecture 14.

Varieties of English in Britain in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
Geographical expansion of the English language
Spread of Modern English

By the late 18th century, the British Empire had facilitated the spread of English through its colonies and geopolitical dominance. Commerce, science and technology, diplomacy, art, and formal education all contributed to English becoming the first truly global language. English also facilitated worldwide international communication.[44] [45] As England continued to form new colonies, these in turn became independent and developed their own norms for how to speak and write the language. English was adopted in North America, India, parts of Africa, Australasia, and many other regions. In the post-colonial period, some of the newly created nations that had multiple indigenous languages opted to continue using English as the official language to avoid the political difficulties inherent in promoting any one indigenous language above the others.[46]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTEMufwene2006614-47" [47]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTENorthrup201381.E2.80.9386-48" [48] In the 20th century the growing economic and cultural influence of the United States and its status as a superpower following the Second World War has, along with worldwide broadcasting in English by the BBC[49] and other broadcasters, significantly accelerated the spread of the language across the planet.[50]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTECrystal2003a-51" [51] By the 21st century, English was more widely spoken and written than any language has ever been.[52]
A major feature in the early development of Modern English was the codification of explicit norms for standard usage, and their dissemination through official media such as public education and state sponsored publications. In 1755 Samuel Johnson published his A Dictionary of the English Language which introduced a standard set of spelling conventions and usage norms. In 1828, Noah Webster published the American Dictionary of the English language in an effort to establish a norm for speaking and writing American English that was independent from the British standard. Within Britain, non-standard or lower class dialect features were increasingly stigmatised, leading to the quick spread of the prestige varieties among the middle classes.[53]
In terms of grammatical evolution, Modern English has now reached a stage where the loss of case is almost complete (case is now only found in pronouns, such as he and him, she and her, who and whom), and where SVO word-order is mostly fixed.[53] Some changes, such as the use of do-support have become universalised. (Earlier English did not use the word "do" as a general auxiliary as Modern English does; at first it was only used in question constructions where it was not obligatory.[54] Now, do-support with the verb have is becoming increasingly standardised.) The use of progressive forms in -ing, appears to be spreading to new constructions, and forms such as had been being built are becoming more common. Regularisation of irregular forms also slowly continues (e.g. dreamedinstead of dreamt), and analytical alternatives to inflectional forms are becoming more common (e.g. more polite instead of politer). British English is also undergoing change under the influence of American English, fuelled by the strong presence of American English in the media and the prestige associated with the US as a world power. [55]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTEMairLeech2006-56" [56]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTEMair2006-57" [57]
Geographical distribution

See also: List of territorial entities where English is an official language, List of countries by English-speaking population, and Anglosphere
As of 2010, 359 million people spoke English as their first language. English is probably the third largest language by number of native speakers, after Mandarinand Spanish.[7] However, when combining native and non-native speakers it is probably the most commonly spoken language in the world.[52]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTECrystal2003a69-58" [58] English is spoken by communities on every continent and on oceanic islands in all the major oceans.[59] The countries in which English is spoken can be grouped into different categories by how English is used in each country. The "inner circle"[60] countries with many native speakers of English share an international standard of written English and jointly influence speech norms of English around the world. English does not belong to just one country, and it does not belong solely to descendants of English settlers. English is an official language of countries populated by few descendants of native speakers of English. It has also become by far the most important language of international communication when people who share no native language meet anywhere in the world.

Three circles of English-speaking countries

Braj Kachru distinguishes countries where English is spoken with a three circles model.[60] In his model, the "inner circle" countries are countries with large communities of native speakers of English, "outer circle" countries have small communities of native speakers of English but widespread use of English as a second language in education or broadcasting or for local official purposes, and "expanding circle" countries are countries where many learners learn English as a foreign language. Kachru bases his model on the history of how English spread in different countries, how users acquire English, and the range of uses English has in each country. The three circles change membership over time.[61]
Countries with large communities of native speakers of English (the inner circle) include Britain, the United States, Australia, Canada, Ireland, and New Zealand, where the majority speaks English, and South Africa, where a significant minority speaks English. The countries with the most native English speakers are, in descending order, the United States (at least 231 million),[62] the United Kingdom (60 million),[63]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTENational_Records_of_Scotland2013-64" [64]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTENorthern_Ireland_Statistics_and_Research_Agency2012Table_KS207NI:_Main_Language-65" [65] Canada (19 million),[66] Australia (at least 17 million),[67]South Africa (4.8 million),[68] Ireland (4.2 million), and New Zealand (3.7 million).[69] In these countries, children of native speakers learn English from their parents, and local people who speak other languages or new immigrants learn English to communicate in their neighbourhoods and workplaces.[70] The inner-circle countries provide the base from which English spreads to other countries in the world.[61]
Estimates of the number of English speakers who are second language and foreign-language speakers vary greatly from 470 million to more than 1,000 million depending on how proficiency is defined.[6] Linguist David Crystal estimates that non-native speakers now outnumber native speakers by a ratio of 3 to 1.[58] In Kachru's three-circles model, the "outer circle" countries are countries such as the Philippines,[71] Jamaica,[72] India, Pakistan[citation needed], Singapore,[73] andNigeria[74]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTESchneider2007-75" [75] with a much smaller proportion of native speakers of English but much use of English as a second language for education, government, or domestic business, and where English is routinely used for school instruction and official interactions with the government.[76] Those countries have millions of native speakers of dialect continua ranging from an English-based creole to a more standard version of English. They have many more speakers of English who acquire English in the process of growing up through day by day use and listening to broadcasting, especially if they attend schools where English is the medium of instruction. Varieties of English learned by speakers who are not native speakers born to English-speaking parents may be influenced, especially in their grammar, by the other languages spoken by those learners.[70] Most of those varieties of English include words little used by native speakers of English in the inner-circle countries,[70] and they may have grammatical and phonological differences from inner-circle varieties as well. The standard English of the inner-circle countries is often taken as a norm for use of English in the outer-circle countries.[70]
In the three-circles model, countries such as Poland, China, Brazil, Germany, Japan, Indonesia, Egypt, and other countries where English is taught as a foreign language make up the "expanding circle".[77] The distinctions between English as a first language, as a second language, and as a foreign language are often debatable and may change in particular countries over time.[76] For example, in the Netherlands and some other countries of Europe, knowledge of English as a second language is nearly universal, with over 80 percent of the population able to use it,[78] and thus English is routinely used to communicate with foreigners and often in higher education. In these countries, although English is not used for government business, the widespread use of English in these countries puts them at the boundary between the "outer circle" and "expanding circle". English is unusual among world languages in how many of its users are not native speakers but speakers of English as a second or foreign language.[79] Many users of English in the expanding circle use it to communicate with other people from the expanding circle, so that interaction with native speakers of English plays no part in their decision to use English.[80] Non-native varieties of English are widely used for international communication, and speakers of one such variety often encounter features of other varieties.[81] Very often today a conversation in English anywhere in the world may include no native speakers of English at all, even while including speakers from several different countries.[82]
  US (64.3%)

  UK (16.7%)

  Canada (5.3%)

  Australia (4.7%)

  South Africa (1.3%)

  Ireland (1.1%)

  New Zealand (1%)

  Other (5.6%)

Pluricentric English

English is a pluricentric language, which means that no one national authority sets the standard for use of the language.[83]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTERomaine1999-84" [84]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTEBaughCable2002-85" [85]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTETrudgillHannah20088.E2.80.939-86" [86] But English is not a divided language,[87] despite a long-standing joke originally attributed to George Bernard Shaw that the United Kingdom and the United States are "two countries separated by a common language".[88]Spoken English, for example English used in broadcasting, generally follows national pronunciation standards that are also established by custom rather than by regulation. International broadcasters are usually identifiable as coming from one country rather than another through their accents,[89] but newsreader scripts are also composed largely in internationalstandard written English. The norms of standard written English are maintained purely by the consensus of educated English-speakers around the world, without any oversight by any government or international organisation.[90] American listeners generally readily understand most British broadcasting, and British listeners readily understand most American broadcasting. Most English speakers around the world can understand radio programmes, television programmes, and films from many parts of the English-speaking world.[91] Both standard and nonstandard varieties of English can include both formal or informal styles, distinguished by word choice and syntax and use both technical and non-technical registers.[92]
The settlement history of the English-speaking inner circle countries outside Britain helped level dialect distinctions and produce a koineised form of English in South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand.[93] The majority of immigrants to the United States without British ancestry rapidly adopted English after arrival. Now the majority of the United States population are monolingual English speakers,[94]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTERyan2013Table_1-62" [62] although English has been given official status by only 30 of the 50 state governments of the US.[95]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-96" [96]
English as a global language

English has ceased to be an "English language" in the sense of belonging only to people who are ethnically English.[97]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTESvartvikLeech20061-98" [98] Use of English is growing country-by-country internally and for international communication. Most people learn English for practical rather than ideological reasons.[99] Many speakers of English in Africa have become part of an "Afro-Saxon" language community that unites Africans from different countries.[100]
As decolonisation proceeded throughout the British Empire in the 1950s and 1960s, former colonies often did not reject English but rather continued to use it as independent countries setting their own language policies.[47]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTENorthrup201381.E2.80.9386-48" [48]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTEMesthrie2010594-101" [101] For example, the view of the English language among many Indians has gone from associating it with colonialism to associating it with economic progress, and English continues to be an official language of India.[102]English is also widely used in media and literature, and the number of English language books published annually in India is the third largest in the world after the US and UK.[103] However English is rarely spoken as a first language, numbering only around a couple hundred-thousand people, and less than 5% of the population speak fluent English in India.[104]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-105" [105] David Crystal claimed in 2004 that, combining native and non-native speakers, India now has more people who speak or understand English than any other country in the world,[106] but the number of English speakers in India is very uncertain, with most scholars concluding that the United States still has more speakers of English than India.[107]
Modern English, sometimes described as the first global lingua franca,[50]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTEMeierkord2006165-108" [108] is also regarded as the first world language.[109]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTENorthrup2013-110" [110] English is the world's most widely used language in newspaper publishing, book publishing, international telecommunications, scientific publishing, international trade, mass entertainment, and diplomacy.[110] English is, by international treaty, the basis for the required controlled natural languages[111] Seaspeak and Airspeak, used as international languages of seafaring[112] and aviation.[113] English has replaced German as the dominant language of scientific research.[114] It achieved parity with French as a language of diplomacy at the Treaty of Versailles negotiations in 1919.[115] By the time of the foundation of the United Nations at the end of World War II, English had become pre-eminent [116] and is now the main worldwide language of diplomacy and international relations.[117] It is one of six official languages of the United Nations.[118] Many other worldwide international organisations, including the International Olympic Committee, specify English as a working language or official language of the organisation.

Many regional international organisations such as the European Free Trade Association, Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),[51] and Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) set English as their organisation's sole working language even though most members are not countries with a majority of native English speakers. While the European Union (EU) allows member states to designate any of the national languages as an official language of the Union, in practice English is the main working language of EU organisations.[119]
Although in most countries English is not an official language, it is currently the language most often taught as a foreign language.[50]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTECrystal2003a-51" [51] In the countries of the EU, English is the most widely spoken foreign language in nineteen of the twenty-five member states where it is not an official language (that is, the countries other than the UK, Ireland and Malta). In a 2012 official Eurobarometer poll, 38 percent of the EU respondents outside the countries where English is an official language said they could speak English well enough to have a conversation in that language. The next most commonly mentioned foreign language, French (which is the most widely known foreign language in the UK and Ireland), could be used in conversation by 12 percent of respondents.[120]
A working knowledge of English has become a requirement in a number of occupations and professions such as medicine[121] and computing. English has become so important in scientific publishing that more than 80 percent of all scientific journal articles indexed by Chemical Abstracts in 1998 were written in English, as were 90 percent of all articles in natural science publications by 1996 and 82 percent of articles in humanities publications by 1995.[122]
Specialised subsets of English arise spontaneously in international communities, for example, among international business people, as an auxiliary language. This has led some scholars to develop the study of English as an auxiliary languages. Globish uses a relatively small subset of English vocabulary (about 1500 words with highest use in international business English) in combination with the standard English grammar. Other examples include Simple English.

The increased use of the English language globally has had an effect on other languages, leading to some English words being assimilated into the vocabularies of other languages. This influence of English has led to concerns about language death,[123] and to claims of linguistic imperialism,[124] and has provoked resistance to the spread of English; however the number of speakers continues to increase because many people around the world think that English provides them with opportunities for better employment and improved lives.[125]
Although some scholars mention a possibility of future divergence of English dialects into mutually unintelligible languages, most think a more likely outcome is that English will continue to function as a koineised language in which the standard form unifies speakers from around the world.[126] English is used as the language for wider communication in countries around the world.[127] Thus English has grown in worldwide use much more than any constructed language proposed as aninternational auxiliary language, including Esperanto.[128]

 HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language" \l "cite_note-FOOTNOTEMeierkord2006163-129" [129]
